
Commissioner Deborah A. Gist’s Weekly Field Memo 
Friday, April 20, 2012 

 
Notes from Commissioner Gist:  
 

1. America Achieves seeks nominees for Education Champions Fellowships  
2. State of Education address scheduled for May 1 
3. RIDE posts FAQs on statewide anti-bullying policy 
4. Commissioner issues order on Central Falls schools 

 
From the R.I. Department of Education (RIDE): 
 

5. RIDE sets process, guidelines for requesting exemption from NECAP Science assessment 
6. Submission of Distinguished Educator packets due April 27 
7. LEAs asked to review Instructional Management System training plan, register personnel 

for training 
8. Reminder - RIDE schedules release of growth data, hosts Rhode Island Growth Model 

workshops  
9. RIDE to send Summer Academies registration data to LEAs  
10. RIDE announces opportunity for educators to participate in PARCC Item Review 

Committees – Action Item 
11. RIDE issues instructions on applying for Innovation Powered by Technology grant, due 

April 27 
12. End-of-year Roster Verification dates scheduled 

 
From the U.S. Department of Education: 
 

13. Department launches School Improvement Challenge 2012-13 

 
Other: 
 

14. RIASPA, Hasbro, United Way to announce a Partnership for Summer Learning 
15. Registration open for YMCA Healthy Kids breakfast  

 

 
 

Action Item Calendar 
 

Today (April 20): Estimates of 2012-13 first-year teachers due 
April 27: Deadline for submitting to RIDE district Teacher of the Year selections 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/fieldmemos/Field%20memo%203-16-12%20v2.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/fieldmemos/Field%20memo%202-10-12.pdf


April 27: Recommendations for Educator Talent Pool due 
April 27: LEA testing schedules due  

April 27: PARCC Item Review Committee nominations due (see below) 
May 1: Asset Protection Plans due 

June 8: Data collection for PARCC Technology Readiness Tool due 
June 30: Schools and districts submit final personnel assignments 

July 15: Deadline for final reporting of evaluation ratings  
 
 

 
 
Notes from Commissioner Gist: 
 

1. America Achieves seeks nominees for Education Champions Fellowships  

 
We are always looking for new ways to honor our excellent educators and to provide our 
educators with opportunities to advance their professional growth. America Achieves, a national 
nonprofit organization of leading educators, is seeking nominations for Education Champions 
Fellowships. America Achieves writes: 

 
We are looking for teachers and principals who have helped students reach outstanding 
or dramatically improved levels of student achievement and improvement - and are 
dedicated to being champions for excellence and equity in education. While we are 
recruiting nationally, we are also targeting certain cities and states where there is highly 
promising reform taking place - such as Rhode Island. 
 
This fellowship is an expansion of the pilot program run by America Achieves with 
support from Bloomberg Philanthropies and the Gates Foundation. We created the pilot 
program in 2010 in connection with Education Nation - and now we are expanding to 
have a corps of 100 of the most effective teachers and principals in America. 
 
Those selected will come together multiple times a year (beginning this fall during 
Education Nation in NYC) for community-building, training in education policy, and for 
real advising and work to impact policy and systems change in education. The work 
includes advising superintendents and policy-makers—and picking one project, such as 
supporting effective implementation of the Common Core, through our partnership with 
David Coleman and Student Achievement Partners. 
 

I encourage you to nominate outstanding educators from your LEA who might be interested in 
this fellowship. For more information on the fellowship, see: 
 

http://apply.americaachieves.org/ . 
 
You can use this brief form to nominate educators:  
 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/fieldmemos/Field%20memo%203-9-12.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/fieldmemos/Field%20memo%204-6-12%20v3.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/fieldmemos/Field%20memo%203-30-12%20-%20final.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/fieldmemos/Field%20memo%203-30-12%20-%20final.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/fieldmemos/Field%20memo%209_23_11.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/fieldmemos/Field%20memo%203-16-12%20v2.pdf
http://apply.americaachieves.org/


http://bit.ly/FRA0JG. 
 

2. State of Education address scheduled for May 1 

 
I want to let you know that I will deliver the annual State of Education address before a joint 
session of the General Assembly on Tuesday, May 1, in the House Chambers, at the Rise of the 
House (approximately 5 p.m.). The address will be called “Leading the Way: The State of 
Education in Rhode Island 2012.”  
The gains we have made in education over the course of the past year are thanks to the strong 
partnerships we have built and thanks to the hard work going on in the schools and districts 
across our state. If your schedule permits, I hope that you will be able to join me and many 
other friends of education at the State House for this event.  
 

3. RIDE posts FAQs on statewide anti-bullying policy 

 
We have long been proud of the strong efforts we have made in our schools to end incidents of 
bullying and to ensure student safety. As a result of the anti-bullying forum we held in 2010 and 
state legislation that required us to adopt a statewide policy on bullying, including incidents of 
cyber-bullying, we have developed  
the Rhode Island Statewide Bullying Policy, which will be go into effect on June 30. The purpose 
of the policy is to ensure a consistent and unified statewide approach to the prohibition of 
bullying at school.    
 
To help you prepare for implementation of this policy in your district and schools, we have also 
prepared a set of FAQs and bullet points that highlight the new elements in this Statewide 
Bullying Policy. We have posted the document here: 
 

http://www.thriveri.org/documents/RISafeSchoolsAct_StatewideBullyingPolicy.pdf   
 
 

4. Commissioner issues order on Central Falls schools 

 
As you may be aware, last week (April 13) Governor Chafee asked that the Board of Regents and 
I “assume immediate and temporary control of the Central Falls School District’s finances and 
related administrative functions.” The Governor issued this request “to ensure that the needs of 
the students of Central Falls are well met” as the City of Central Falls faces bankruptcy 
proceedings. 

  
Following up on the Governor’s request, on Wednesday (April 18) I issued an order in which I 
have taken on responsibility for all contracts, including collective-bargaining agreements, and all 
financial operations for the Central Falls School District. The terms of the order will enable RIDE 
and the Board of Regents to manage the finances and contracts of the Central Falls schools in a 

http://bit.ly/FRA0JG
http://sos.ri.gov/documents/archives/regdocs/released/pdf/DOE/6774.pdf
http://www.thriveri.org/documents/RISafeSchoolsAct_StatewideBullyingPolicy.pdf


way that will protect taxpayer investments and yield the best results for the students in Central 
Falls.  

  
I commend Governor Chafee for bringing all stakeholders together to work in partnership in the 
best interest of the students in Central Falls. As we follow up on the order, we will work with the 
Central Falls Board of Trustees, the Central Falls School Department, and the Central Falls 
Teachers Union to ensure that we spend taxpayer dollars wisely and to ensure that the Central 
Falls schools continue to advance student achievement. Central Falls schools have made some 
significant  progress in recent years, including a dramatic improvement in the high-school 
graduation rate; our goal is to make the Central Falls schools an example of a successful 
transformation to a high-performing learning environment. By working together toward a 
common goal, we can make the Central Falls Schools a great place for teaching and learning.  
 
From RIDE: 
 

5. RIDE sets process, guidelines for requesting exemption from NECAP Science 
assessment 

  
Please see the following message from our Office of Instruction, Assessment, and Curriculum: 
  

As a reminder, all requests for state-approved special consideration or exemption from 
NECAP Science testing must be submitted online through eRIDE via the your office using 
the following link:    
  

http://www.eride.ri.gov/SASC/ 
  
Additionally, no exemption request will be processed until a signed copy of the “Form 1: 
District Assurances Form” has been faxed to RIDE, at 222-3605. 
  
Finally, the “State-Approved Special Considerations for Statewide Assessments: 
Guidelines & Forms” document has been updated for the current school year to outline 
the policies and procedures for requesting student exemptions. This document is 
available on our website, at:   

 
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment/necap_SASC.aspx  
  

It is very important that you review the guidance before you attempt to submit requests 
through eRIDE. After reading the guidance document, if you have any questions you 
may contact Dr. Kevon Tucker-Seeley, at RIDE, at 222-8494 or by e-mail, at 
Kevon.Tucker-Seeley@ride.ri.gov. 

 
6. Submission of Distinguished Educator packets due April 27 

 
Please see this note from our Office of Educator Quality and Certification: 

 

http://www.eride.ri.gov/SASC/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment/necap_SASC.aspx
mailto:Kevon.Tucker-Seeley@ride.ri.gov


RIDE maintains a file of distinguished teachers and principals. Throughout the year, 
these educators may be considered for membership on advisory boards and task forces 
and as candidates for special recognition programs. This year, we are asking each LEA to 
recommend up to 3 individuals who represent educators relatively new to the 
profession (5 to 12 years) who demonstrate unusual instructional abilities and an 
inspiring presence that positively affects students, colleagues, and the community.  
 
Please send the completed packet of information by Friday, April 27. 
 
For instructions on completing the Distinguished Educator packets 
 please click on the following link:  

 
http://www.ride.ri.govEduc/atorQuality/Recognition/default.aspx 

 
If you have any questions about the timeline for your district, please contact our 
Education Recognition Coordinator, Mary Keenan, at mary.keenan@ride.ri.gov. 

 

7. LEAs asked to review Instructional Management System training plan, register 
personnel for training 

Please see this notice from our Office of Instruction, Assessment, and Curriculum: 

The statewide Instructional Management System (IMS) will be launched in September. 
  
The IMS will allow educators to: 

 

 align and manage curriculum, instruction, and assessments to support student 
achievement; 

 access relevant and timely visual reporting of assessment and other data 
(“dashboards”) for immediate student, class, school, and district needs; 

 query data to determine areas of student strengths and needs while being able 
to track student progress; 

 access professional-development modules; 

 fully manage implementation plans and track student progress toward goals 
through an RTI management module; and 

 design, distribute, and score assessments (will not include the PARCC or RIAA 
assessments). 

 
To prepare for deployment of the system, LEAs must review the IMS training plan 
carefully, which will assist in determining readiness to deploy the system, beginning to 
develop a plan for deployment, and selecting personnel to register for training.  

Note that there are specific requirements and expectations for personnel attending the 
trainings. It is critical that districts select the appropriate personnel based on the 
guidance contained in the training plan document.  

The IMS Training Plan is posted at: 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/EducatorQuality/Recognition/default.aspx
mailto:mary.keenan@ride.ri.gov


http://www.ride.ri.gov/Division-
EEIE/DOCS/IMS/IMS_Training_Plan_Guidance_for_LEAs_4-12-2012.pdf.  

Any questions may be directed to Bob Measel (robert.measel@ride.ri.gov or 222-8480) 
or Heather Heineke (heather.heineke@ride.ri.gov to 222-8493). 

8. Reminder - RIDE schedules release of growth data, hosts Rhode Island Growth Model 
workshops  

  
Please see this reminder from our Office of Instruction, Assessment, and Curriculum: 

  
On May 9, RIDE will release to the public growth data for grades 3 through 7 and we will 
launch the new Growth Model Visualization Tool.  Following the public release, RIDE will 
host regional workshops for elementary- and middle-school principals and other school 
and district leaders.  
 
We provided you with a list of dates, times, and locations in last week’s Field Memo.  
  
Online registration is available through the RIDE calendar, at:   

  
http://www.ride.ri.gov/applications/ridecalendar.aspx 
  

If you have any questions, please contact Jessica Brown, at Jessica.Brown@RIDE.RI.GOV 
or 222-8253, or Ana Karantonis, at Ana.Karantonis@RIDE.RI.GOV or 222-8940.  

 

9. RIDE to send Summer Academies registration data to LEAs  

 
Please see this notice from our Office of Educator Quality and Certification:  

 
To help LEAs prepare for full implementation of the Rhode Island Model Educator 
Evaluation System, RIDE will be sending you registration data for the Summer 
Academies. Registration has been open since early March, and all designated evaluators 
are required to attend.  Evaluators can register by going to the eRIDE Workshop 
calendar, at:  

 
http://www.ride.ri.gov/applications/ridecalendar.aspx.  
 

10. RIDE announces opportunity for educators to participate in PARCC Item Review 
Committees – Action Item 

 
Please see the following announcement from our Office of Instruction, Assessment, and 
Curriculum: 

 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Division-EEIE/DOCS/IMS/IMS_Training_Plan_Guidance_for_LEAs_4-12-2012.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Division-EEIE/DOCS/IMS/IMS_Training_Plan_Guidance_for_LEAs_4-12-2012.pdf
mailto:robert.measel@ride.ri.gov
mailto:heather.heineke@ride.ri.gov
http://www.ride.ri.gov/applications/ridecalendar.aspx
mailto:Jessica.Brown@RIDE.RI.GOV
mailto:Ana.Karantonis@RIDE.RI.GOV
http://www.ride.ri.gov/applications/ridecalendar.aspx


We are pleased to announce an opportunity for Rhode Island educators from local 
education agencies to get involved in the PARCC assessment item-review process. This is 
a great opportunity for Rhode Island educators to utilize their expertise to ensure high-
quality items for the PARCC assessment.   
 
Please nominate individuals using the response form linked in the letter below, and 
return the form and résumés by Friday (April 27).  We will then review and select the 
individuals so that we have a balance of representation across the state. Details about 
the four committees, and a link to the response form, can be found at:  

 
www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment/DOCS/PARCC/PARCC-IRC_Opportunity.pdf.   

 
Committee members must commit to attending all meetings of their committee 
(required time commitments are described in the above letter; exact meeting dates will 
be announced soon).  The PARCC consortium is able to provide a $100-per-day 
honorarium to participants or to reimburse LEAs for substitute teachers for up to that 
amount. 
 
If you have any questions about the Item Review Committee, please e-mail 
RI.CommonCore@ride.ri.gov. We look forward to receiving your nominations! 
 

11. RIDE issues instructions on applying for Innovation Powered by Technology grant, due 
April 27 

 
Please see this notice from our Office of Multiple Pathways: 

 
Applications for the Innovation Powered by Technology Model School grant are due to 
RIDE, in digital PDF format, by 4 p.m. Friday (April 27). The submission directions have 
changed since the release of the grant because it is anticipated that the size of the files 
will clog e-mail accounts or be filtered out.  All submissions must be uploaded to eRIDE’s 
file-share area. District Data Managers will have eRIDE rights to upload applications. E-
mail Mario Goncalves (Mario.Goncalves@ride.ri.gov) if others need access to upload 
your application. Please do not e-mail grant applications to RIDE. 
 
As you complete your grant application, please note that the “all-inclusive” device 
solution proposals that we are seeking from vendors have not been finalized; however, 
if you would like to incorporate in your budget the vendor solution that we will select, 
you should indicate an amount of $250 per seat per year. To do so, in the budget 
section of your grant application, go to the page labeled “UCOA Expenditure Code: 
57000 – Property and Equipment.” In the table you will find on that page, under 
“Property and Equipment,” enter: RIDE All-Inclusive Device Solution” and calculate a 
budget amount of $250 per device.  
 
This $250 price includes the device, technical support and maintenance, and 
professional development; the cost of wireless infrastructure should be budgeted 
separately.  

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment/DOCS/PARCC/PARCC-IRC_Opportunity.pdf
mailto:RI.CommonCore@ride.ri.gov
mailto:Mario.Goncalves@ride.ri.gov


 
12. End-of-year Roster Verification dates scheduled 

  
Please see this notice from our Division of Educator Excellence and Instructional Effectiveness: 

  
The next round of Roster Verification has been scheduled for the end of this school year. 
As you may be aware, RV is the process through which teachers and principals verify 
which students are in which teachers’ classes. This process is critical in ensuring the 
accuracy of teacher-course-student data, which will be used in new Race to the Top 
systems and in the educator-evaluation process.  
  
The key Roster Verification process dates are: 

 Principal Review of Teachers and Sections: Tuesday, May 22 – Thursday, May 24 

 Teacher Roster Verification and Sign-Off: Tuesday, May 29 – Tuesday, June 5 

 Principal Schoolwide Roster Sign-off: Wednesday, June 6 – Friday, June 22 

Additional information and support materials for teachers and principals are available 
on the Roster Verification page of the RIDE website, www.ride.ri.gov/29. Thank you for 
your help with this process. 
 
 

From the U.S. Department of Education: 
 

13. Department launches School Improvement Challenge 2012-13 

 
Please see this notice from the Office of Communications and Outreach: 

 
Together to Tomorrow, a joint initiative of the Department, the White House Office of 
Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships, and the Corporation for National and 
Community Service to spur community engagement in turning around the nation’s 
lowest-performing schools, launched its School Improvement Challenge for the 2012-13 
school year. The Challenge is an opportunity for schools and districts, higher education 
institutions, and nonprofit organizations to join with other partners in efforts to improve 
their neediest schools by raising key measurable student outcomes: attendance, 
behavior, course performance, and college access. Plans may be submitted to catalyze 
new partnerships as well as to spotlight and expand exemplary initiatives already 
working to raise student achievement and strengthen a community culture of 
educational success. Plans may encompass a single local community or a regional, state, 
or national endeavor with multiple sites. The Challenge is not a new grant program but, 
rather, an approach to better coordinate resources and initiatives. All schools and 
communities that meet the criteria will garner national recognition and become part of 
a learning network. Selected applicants will also be invited to attend a special event in 
Washington, D.C.  Plans must be submitted by June 29.  For more information, see:  

 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/29


http://tft.challenge.gov/. 
 

Other: 
 

14. RIASPA, Hasbro, United Way to announce a Partnership for Summer Learning 

 
Please see this invitation from the Rhode Island Afterschool Plus Alliance, Hasbro, and the 
United Way of Rhode Island:  

 
In a recent survey, 93 percent of parents indicated that summer learning was important 
to their child’s educational outcomes. 
 
More than 100 years of research has demonstrated the negative effects that summer-
learning loss has on student achievement. 
 
Please join United Way of Rhode Island and Hasbro for a special announcement about 
innovative programs to address this need. 

 
When: Tuesday May 1 @ 10 a.m. 
Where: Cranston YMCA Teen Center, 1225 Park Ave,  
What: Announcement of Partnership for Summer Learning 
 

RSVP: Joseph Morra, at 444-0615 or joseph.morra@afterschoolri.org 
 

15. Registration open for YMCA Healthy Kids breakfast  

 
The YMCA of Greater Providence notes that there is still time to register for the Healthy Kids 
Learn Better breakfast, which will take place on Thursday (April 26), from 7 – 9 a.m., at the 
Crowne Plaza, 801 Greenwich Ave., Warwick. Registration information is available at: 

 
http://ymcagreaterprovidence.org/NewsEvents/ViewArticle/tabid/164/ArticleId/77/YM
CA-Hosts-Healthy-Kids-Breakfast-Discussion.aspx 

 
RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at: 
 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Commissioner/fieldmemos/default.aspx  
 

http://tft.challenge.gov/
mailto:joseph.morra@afterschoolri.org
http://ymcagreaterprovidence.org/NewsEvents/ViewArticle/tabid/164/ArticleId/77/YMCA-Hosts-Healthy-Kids-Breakfast-Discussion.aspx
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